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THIS WEEK’S REFLECTION FROM OUR CLERGY 

Thoughts from St. Thomas Aquinas with Fr. Luke 

 

As we begin Lent I thought it might be helpful to share this section of St. Thomas Aquinas Commentary on the 

Apostles’ Creed: ‘Suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried’. It is I believe one of the 

most moving and inspiring sections of St. Thomas’ writing and an incentive to spend this lent, with eyes firmly 

fixed upon the cross of Christ. 

‘The passion of Christ can bring about a complete reformation of our lives. Whoever wishes to live perfectly 

need do nothing other than despise what Christ despised on the cross, and desire what Christ desired. There is 

no virtue that did not have its example on the Cross. 

So if you seek an example of charity, then, “greater love than this no one has, than to lay down his life for his 

friends” [Jn 15:13]. And this Christ did upon the Cross. If, therefore, He gave His life or us, we ought to endure 

any and all evils for Him: “What shall I render to the Lord for all the things that He has done for me?” [Ps 

15:12]. 

If you seek an example of patience, you will find it in its highest degree upon the Cross… 

If you seek an example of humility, look upon Him who is crucified; although He was God, He chose to be 

judged by Pontius Pilate and to be put to death… The Lord chose to die for His servant; the Life of the Angels 

suffered death for man: “He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even to the death of the 

cross” [Phil 2:8]. 

If you seek an example of obedience, imitate Him who was obedient to the Father unto death: “For by the 

disobedience of one man, many were made sinners; so also by the obedience of one, many shall be made 

just” [Rom 5:19]. 

If you seek an example of contempt for earthly things, imitate Him who is the King of kings, the Lord of rulers, 

in whom are all the treasures of wisdom; but on the Cross He was stripped naked, ridiculed, spat upon, 

bruised, crowned with thorns, given to drink of vinegar and gall, and finally put to death. How falsely, therefore, 

is one attached to riches and raiment, for: “They divided My garments amongst them; and upon My robe they 

cast lots” [Ps 21:19]. How falsely to honours, since “I was covered with lashes and insults;” how falsely to 

positions of power, because “taking a crown of thorns, they placed it upon My brow;” how falsely to delicacies 

of the table, for “in My thirst they gave Me to drink of vinegar” [Ps 68:22].’ – St Thomas Aquinas (abridged) 

 

I love thee Jesus, my love above things, I repent with my whole heart for having offended thee, never permit me to 

separate myself from thee again, grant that I may love thee always and then do with me what thou wilt. – Prayer of St. 

Alphonsus Liguori 

Parish Priest & Episcopal Vicar for Northumberland: Fr Jeffrey Dodds 

Assistant Priests: Fr James Dunne & Fr Luke Wilkinson  

Parish Deacon: Rev. Martin Bell 

Parish Office: Mon-Thurs.  9:00 - 13:00 01434 603119  



THIS WEEK’S EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• TODAY - the Rosary (Sorrowful Mysteries) will be prayed for 30 minutes before the start of each Sunday Mass at BEL and 

HEX (not at HB, because of the early start) 

• TODAY - donation envelopes for CAFOD family Fast Day will be available for you to collect from one of our three 

parish churches. 

• Monday 7th March - beginning at 12:30, a basic Lenten Lunch followed by a Lent Course will take place in St. Mary’s 

Parish Centre, Hexham. 

• Tuesday 8th March - beginning at 11:30, Stations of the Cross followed by tea/coffee will take place at St. John’s, Haydon 

Bridge. 

• Tuesday 8th March - St Elizabeth’s, Minsteracres Justice and Peace Group are hosting a Coffee Morning and Talk from 

10:30. Coffee/Tea/Scones will be followed by an update by Sara Harris, the manager, on the work of the Justice and Peace 

Refugee Centre at St Vincent’s Centre in Newcastle. No charge but donations to The Refugee Centre will be welcome. 

• Wednesday 9th March - the first of this year’s Heavenfield Partnership Pilgrimage Masses for Lent will take place at 

St. Mary’s, Hexham, from 19:00 

• Thursday 10th March - beginning at 11:30, Stations of the Cross followed by tea/coffee will take place at St. John’s, Haydon 

Bridge 

• Thursday 10th March - Stations of the Cross at St. Oswald’s, Bellingham has been CANCELLED 

• Thursday 10th March - beginning at 18:30, there will be a Preached Novena in honour of St. Joseph at St. Mary’s, 

Hexham. Today’s preacher will be Fr. Luke Wilkinson. 

• Friday 11th March is CAFOD Family Fast Day. Please give generously to this very worthy cause. Your donation envelopes 

should be returned to our parish churches on Sunday 13th March. 

• Friday 11th March - beginning at noon, Stations of the Cross followed by tea/coffee will take place at St. Mary’s, Hexham. 

• Friday 11th March - beginning at 18:30, the Preached Novena in honour of St. Joseph continues at St. Mary’s, Hexham. 

Today’s guest preacher will be Fr. Martin Morris. 

• Saturday 12th March - beginning at 18:30, the Preached Novena in honour of St. Joseph continues at St. Mary’s, 

Hexham. Today’s preacher will be Fr. Jeff Dodds. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS IN OUR PARISHES, PARTNERSHIP AND VICARIATE 

• First weekend of every month - we are collecting cooking oil and long life milk for The Justice & Peace Refugee Project 

in Newcastle which each month provides basic food and toiletries to over 300 families and individuals seeking asylum. At St 

Mary’s we are asking for cooking oil and long life milk please. If you can help, please put your donations into the box within the 

Narthex during the first weekend of every month.  

• Sycamore for Lent - This Lent the Diocese are running an online set of Sycamore films with discussion for six Sundays during 

Lent, starting this Sunday 6th March at 4pm running to 5.15pm. Sycamore opens up the heart of the Christian message and 

helps people to grow in faith. The films give an inspiring vision of Catholic Christianity. They involve some clear teaching and 

thought-provoking testimonies. The discussion groups, even online, help people grow in friendship and build a sense of 

community. We have used the Sycamore films before in the partnership, and they have proved very popular.  This is an 

opportunity to enjoy the sessions with new friends from around the Diocese.  To take part, you can register at https://

diocesehn.org.uk/whats-on/event/lent-sycamore-course to receive the Zoom link. 

• Thursday 10th March to Friday 18th March - from 18:30 (17:30 on Sunday 13th) Preached Novena in honour of St. 

Joseph, with guest speakers, at St. Mary’s, Hexham. 

• Friday 18th March - Minsteracres J&P Group invite you to join them in the Retreat Centre from 13:00 for a frugal lunch 

followed by a talk by Fred De Sam Lazaro, “Race, Equity & Justice: exploring factors leading to the death of George Floyd and child 

labour in this time of COVID.” 

• Saturday 19th March - from 10:30, a special Mass of St Joseph will be celebrated at St Mary’s, Hexham. 

• Saturday 19th March - Minsteracres Retreat Centre will host a Grand Book Day from 11:00 to 15:00. All books are free, 

but book bags for you to fill for the event cost £2.50. An all-day café will be available. 

• Friday 25th March - a Mass to celebrate the Solemnity of the Annunciation will take place at St Mary’s, Hexham, from 

19:00. 



AROUND OUR DIOCESE, AND FURTHER AFIELD 

• The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle is looking to appoint a new Head of Finance. The role will be based 

in the Diocesan Offices in Newcastle, and agile working is available. Full-time or 30 hours a week.Closing date for 

applications: 12 March 2022. Please visit www.diocesehn.org.uk for full details or contact us 0191 243 3301 

• A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held outside the barrier to the Derwentside Immigration Removal Centre 

since August. During the last few weeks, women have been moved into the Centre which is now England’s main IRC for 

women and will eventually detain 80 women who are seeking asylum. The prayer vigils will continue  -  both to pray for 

the women and to stand in solidarity with them.  As a faith community, we are called to witness to justice and 

compassion. Please participate in the prayer vigil if you can. The next date splanned is Sunday 3rd April. The vigils begin 

at 3.00pm and the short prayer service incorporates a time of silence. The postcode for the centre on Corbridge Road, 

Medomsley is DH8 6QY. To avoid disruption to local residents, park away from the site if you can. If you are unable to 

join in person, please join in prayer from home at 3.00pm. For more information, contact Liz 

Archibald  at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 

• Saturday 26th March - CAFOD Community Walk against Hunger. A simple way to feed the hungry. All are 

welcome! Join communities up and down the country to Walk against Hunger. We will be using a route favoured by 

our local saint, St John of Beverley, from Hexham Abbey to St John Lee  and back to St Mary’s, Hexham for a short 

talk by Mark Vaughan, CAFOD regional organiser, about Sierra Leone (the country focus for Family Fast Day) and a 

simple soup lunch. For details of how to donate, visit https://cafod.org.uk/Fundraise/Sponsored-challenge-events/

Community-Walk-against-Hunger or you can simply make a donation for lunch. 

• Saturday 2nd April - on the first Saturday of every month, an additional Mass will be scheduled at Hexham at 

09:30 followed by Confessions for 30 minutes. Those wishing to may also pray the rosary together before the Mass, 

beginning at 09:00 

• Saturday 2nd April - Would you like to have your child Baptised? The next Baptism Preparation Session for 

the Heavenfield Partnership has been scheduled for 10:30am on Saturday 2nd April, in St. Mary’s Parish Centre. The 

event will last about 90 minutes and is intended to emphasise the importance of the Sacrament, as well as discussing 

what Baptism means and the responsibilities of parents and Godparents. Ideally, the parents of all children to be 

Baptised within the Heavenfield Partnership must attend one of these events before the Baptism takes place. If you 

would like further information, or would like to book a place for the session, please contact the Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119 )  

• Friday 8th April - from 19:00, Solemn Stations of the Cross will take place at St. Mary’s Hexham 

• Tuesday 5th April - the Heavenfield Partnership Penitential Service will take place at HEX from 19:00. 

During this Service, several priests will be available to hear Individual Confessions. 

• Saturday May 7th - Now Is The Time To Worship. Churches Together in Hexham are seeking musicians and 

singers to join their contemporary worship band for the next Now is the Time to Worship evening 

7.30pm, Saturday, May 7th at Hexham Mart. Practices will be at Trinity Methodist Church on Saturday 23rd April (& 

30th if needed) at 10.30am. If you are interested in joining us please email or text Susan Paterson 

(susan.paterson78@gmail.com or 07719 719870) 

• Tuesday July 12th - Bishop Robert Byrne will offer the Sacrament of Confirmation to some of our 

young people. If you would like to have your son/daughter Confirmed, application forms for the 

Preparation Course are now available. For more information, please speak to Fr. Jeff or Fr. Luke or contact 

the Parish Office. 

GENERAL NOTICES 

• Please Pray for the Recently Deceased - JENNY LAVIN (Anne’s daughter) who unexpectedly died 

on 17th February. Jenny’s Requiem Mass will be held at St. Mary’s, Hexham at 10:00 on Tuesday 15th 

March. Please pray for the Repose of Jenny’s Soul and also for her son James, as well as Anne and the 

rest of Jenny’s family and friends. 

• St. Wilfrid’s appeal in aid of Asylum Seekers: Grateful thanks for cash donations received during February, 

totalling £90. a receipt is displayed on the noticeboard . Further appeals will take place on the last weekend of 

every month 



MASSES THIS WEEK 

Saturday (Vigil) 5th Mar 17:30 Public Hexham Priest’s Intention 

Sunday 6th Mar 09:00 Public Haydon Bridge Vocations to the Priesthood & Deaconate 

Sunday 6th Mar 10:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Moira Flynn RIP 

Sunday 6th Mar 11:00 Public Bellingham Holy Souls 

Sunday 6th Mar 18:00 Public Hexham Holy Souls 

Monday 7th Mar 09:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
David McNally RIP 

Tuesday 8th Mar 09:30 Public Swinburne Priest’s Intention 

Wednesday 9th Mar 09:30 Public Bellingham Holy Souls 

Wednesday 9th Mar 18:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Joe Dunwoodie RIP 

Thursday  10th Mar 09:30 Public Haltwhistle Tom & Winnie Shaw RIP 

Friday 11th Mar 09:30 Public Hexham John O’Neill RIP 

Friday 12th Mar Noon  Public Otterburn Holy Souls 

Saturday (Vigil) 13th Mar 17:30 Public Hexham 
In Thanksgiving to Our Lady for Gareth’s 

Recovery 

Sunday 14th Mar 09:00 Public Haydon Bridge Gerard Hope RIP 

Sunday 14th Mar 10:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Margaret Murphy RIP 

Sunday 14th Mar 11:00 Public Bellingham Priest’s Intention 

Sunday 14th Mar 18:00 Public Hexham People of Our Parishes 

NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter should be forwarded to St. Mary’s Parish Office 

(admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 

Times for Confession this week:  

• Monday (St. Mary’s) - after morning Mass 

• Wednesday (St. Oswald’s) - after morning Mass 

• Thursday (St. Wilfrid’s) - after morning Mass 

• Saturday (St. Mary’s) - between 16:30 and 17:10 

NEXT SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (13/32022): 

First Reading:            Genesis 15: 5-1, 17-18 

Responsorial Psalm:  26(27): 1, 7-9, 13-14 

Second Reading:        Philippians 3: 17 - 4: 1 

Gospel:                       Luke 9: 28-36 

THIS SUNDAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS (6/3/2022): 

First Reading:            Deuteronomy 26: 4-10 

Responsorial Psalm: 90 (91): 1-2, 10-15 

Second Reading:       Romans 10: 8-13 

Gospel:                      Luke 4: 1-13 


