
THIS WEEK’S HOMILY FROM FATHER JIM 

Second Sunday of Lent: The Majesty of God. 

 1st Reading: Genesis 15:5-12, 17-18 : Abraham experiences God’s might; 

2nd Reading: Philippians 3:17-4:1 : The risen Christ will transform us; 

Gospel: Luke 9:28-36 : Jesus’ transfiguration: his glory is seen. 

         There are times in life when I wish I were a poet...don’t worry – I haven’t gone soft in my old age! It’s just that 

there are some experiences which are so strange, but vivid, that ordinary human language can’t describe them 

adequately. I suggest that this weekend’s first reading and gospel come into that category. The second Sunday of Lent 

always uses one of the gospels of the Transfiguration. I’ve checked my pre-1970 missal, and this was the case in the 

Tridentine (or old Latin) Mass as well. I think I know why; I’ll explain later. 

 The first reading describes an experience still available to people in the country-side (but not in towns) today: 

looking at the night sky on a clear, moonless night, and seeing a huge array of stars, and the ‘milky way’. Abraham 

experienced God’s presence on one such night, and understood that his descendants would be as many as the stars he 

could see. Given that he and his wife were very old, that took some believing – but he accepted it, just as he had earlier 

obeyed God’s wish that they leave their native land. His faith made him ‘justified’ in God’s sight. This meant that 

Abraham, by his simple trust and practical, good life, was pleasing to God. (1,900 years later, this would become a major 

theme in St Paul’s letters.) In response, Abraham offered a sacrifice to God, which mysteriously burned by itself. Abraham 

was terrified.   

 A similar weird experience happened to Peter, James & John in the gospel story. (I urge you to read it.) Up a hill, at 

prayer with Jesus, they saw him ‘transfigured’ – his face changed; his clothing “became brilliant as lightning”.  In the vision, 

they saw Moses & Elijah (representing the Old Testament Law & Prophets) talking to Jesus. The 3 apostles did not know 

how to react: at first it was “wonderful for them to be there”; then a cloud covered them all; now, they were afraid (just 

as Abraham had been). They heard a voice: “This is my Son, the Chosen One. Listen to him”. Then there was only Jesus.  

 To return to the question posed at the end of the first paragraph: why have this gospel this weekend? If you check 

its place in Jesus’ life-story, you’ll see that it happened a week after Jesus had warned his friends about his future suffering 

& death. This must have shocked them greatly, so I suggest that the Transfiguration experience would have bolstered 

their confidence in him – and perhaps, his own confidence (at a human level) that he was doing the right thing. Shortly 

afterwards, St Luke tells us, they left Galilee, to make a slow journey to Jerusalem – and the fate that awaited Jesus there. 

In St Luke, this ‘journey’ takes up 10 chapters, and includes much of Jesus’ moral teaching – as well as many famous 

parables. Some of these will appear in coming weeks. I suggest that we see Lent as our own personal “Journey to 

Jerusalem”, and look at ways of improving our relationship with Jesus. But this cannot be done without prayer, or some 

sense of the “holy”. Abraham, in the first reading, had his vision, which helped him trust even more fully in the God who 

was asking a lot of him. Much later, Peter, James & John had their stuttering faith in Jesus helped by the vision of Moses & 

Elijah giving their ‘backing’ to Jesus.  

 Now, I appreciate that some (possibly many) of you reading this will have reservations about trusting people who 

have “visions” – whether in the Bible, or down through history in places like Lourdes, Fatima and (more recently). 

Medjugorje. (I have some sympathy with you!) BUT: if we believe in a supreme God, who has control over nature, then 

we cannot say that God does not (or cannot) reveal his messages to individuals in this way. Major Bible events, such as 

Moses’ leadership, Mary’s Annunciation experience, Jesus’ awareness of the Father, the Resurrection appearances, St 

Paul’s conversion, and so on, are “visions” in the same way as the Transfiguration was. Without them, we would not have 

had any religion (much less Christianity) at all.  

 Here are some practical suggestions of how we can apply these readings to our lives this Lent. First, for us, the 

most accessible “awesome” presence of God is to receive Jesus in Holy Communion. In St Peter’s words in the gospel: 

“It is wonderful for us to be here”. Second, the Bible always shows God to be “full of tenderness & compassion”, but that 

is also balanced by our need to respect his name & presence. Therefore, I would ask parents to pass on to their children 

a sense of the ‘holy’, by family prayer, and by devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. Third, I suggest that we examine our 

conscience more regularly: especially our respect – or lack of it - for other people. (One cannot but feel that the present 

grim war in Ukraine has its origin in mutual dislike by the two sides for each other, going back at least to Stalin’s cynical 

starving of millions of Ukrainians in the 1930’s.) None of us is perfect, so humility could be a good start to mending 

relationships - with both people around us, and God Himself.         

Fr Jim Dunne.                            


