
EASTER SUNDAY: Triumph! Rejoicing! Alleluia!                                   

First Reading: Acts 10:34+37-43: Peter summarizes the Easter events;     

Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4: Our ‘new’ life with the risen Christ;   

Gospel; John 20:1-9: Mary Magdalene, Peter & John at the empty tomb. 

 It’s a strange sensation, to be typing an Easter homily early in Holy Week, 

before the ceremonies of the Last Supper, Lord’s Passion and Easter Vigil have 

taken place... the price of modern communication needs! Even so, I hope I can 

write something useful for you. As usual, I ask that you try to read the texts – 

especially the gospel. What comes across is the sense of puzzlement in the 

apostles & Mary Magdalene, when they saw Jesus’ empty tomb. In the short term, 

this did change; in some - to disbelief; in others - to a willingness to believe. But, 

in the long term, all became convinced that Jesus had risen from the dead. They 

took this conviction into public life, and changed the world. 

 But let’s start with the first reading. In the Acts of the Apostles, you 

sometimes get snatches of the earliest preaching of the Apostles – a brief outline 

of the basics of Christianity. These pieces are called the ‘Kerygma’ by scholars, 

and they are quotations from what the Apostles said, long before anything was 

written down. This first reading in one of these, in which Peter gives a summary 

of why he believes in Jesus. He first mentions what everyone would have known 

about Jesus – his origins in Galilee (‘up north’); his link with John the Baptist; 

his public ministry in both north and south; then the public execution he suffered. 

But he adds: “We are witnesses – we have eaten and drunk with him after his 

resurrection from the dead. He ordered us to proclaim this to the people. All who 

believe in him will have their sins forgiven through his name.” This last bit which 

he adds on was not part of the general knowledge about Jesus: only certain of his 

followers were chosen, to have experienced him risen.  

 Now, before going further, I know that some reading this might say, “But 

Peter was a simple, ill-educated fisherman; other apostles were fisher-folk or 

peasant types; they just believed what they wanted to believe. Why should 

educated readers 2000 years later want to accept all this?” (I’ve had to face this 

argument for more than 50 years!) Well, here are two ideas. The first is that the 

gospels show that some disciples took a lot of convincing, but, once convinced, 

they were able persuade fairly hostile audiences that it was true. The second is 

that, within a few years, they bumped into Saul of Tarsus, a militant & clever 

opponent of this new religion. He persecuted it, but eventually was converted to 



it, and (renamed Paul) became its strongest preacher. If anyone could have 

stamped out the idea of Jesus’ resurrection, he would surely have done so.  

 One of the main aspects of the stories is that the first to experience the 

empty tomb was the group of women who had gone there at first light on the 

Sunday, to clean and anoint the body. Of the group, the person all the gospels 

mention is Mary Magdalene. In the Sunday morning gospel, she went to tell 

Simon Peter and other apostles that the body had gone, and its whereabouts was 

a mystery. (They went to the tomb themselves, and were puzzled, as I mentioned 

in the first paragraph.) I’m not getting into the “women’s place in the Church” 

dogfight, but I must state in fairness that all four gospels mention this fact and the 

fourth gospel (St John) has her as the first person to experience the risen Christ. 

(He looked so different that she mistook him for a gardener.) This importance 

given to her as a witness to the resurrection cannot be pot-luck, but I shall leave 

each reader to work out its significance for himself or herself.  

 Easter makes this difference to you and me: it has started us on a process 

that will not be complete in this life. In the 2nd reading, St Paul writes: “Since you 

have been brought back to true life with Christ, you must look for the things that 

are in heaven, where Christ is. Now, the life you have is hidden with Christ, in 

God.”  We start this relationship with the risen Jesus in baptism (that’s why it is 

such an important sacrament in the life of the Church); we continue it in our 

Christian lives - through the other sacraments, our faith, our prayers, our 

belonging to the Church, and so on. But it is not all plain sailing: we encounter 

suffering, sin, failure and rejection – things both done to us by others, and done 

to others by us – because no-one is perfect But there is another relationship with 

Jesus – in the next world, when we shall share fully in his risen glory. Easter gives 

us the belief that this “other” world is true, and is really obtainable by us. 

 I’ve always been a ‘down-to-earth’ type – trying to make Scripture and 

Church teaching relevant to ordinary life. But sometimes, our faith needs to soar 

above the mundane, to accept and rejoice that there IS a different world to which 

we belong – albeit in an imperfect way just now. St Paul (1st Cor 13:12) compares 

this to “seeing in a mirror dimly”, but in a future world it will be totally clear, 

with no need for mirrors, churches, sacraments, and the like. Then, we shall be 

able to enjoy the life of the risen Lord and our loved-ones. That’s the hope; that’s 

the promise Easter brings. Gaudia Paschalia / Happy Easter! 

Fr Jim Dunne. 


