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MASSES THIS WEEK 

Saturday (Vigil) 29th Jan 17:30 Public Hexham Nora Aylott RIP 

Sunday 30th Jan 09:00 Public Haydon Bridge People of Our Parishes 

Sunday 30th Jan 10:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
John Daniels RIP 

Sunday 30th Jan 11:00 Public Bellingham Michael Festing RIP 

Sunday 30th Jan 18:00 Public Hexham Holy Souls 

Monday 31st Jan 09:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Peter & Cecily Cresswell RIP 

Tuesday 1st Feb 09:30 Public Swinburne Priest’s Intention 

Wednesday 2nd Feb 09:30 Public Bellingham Holy Souls 

Wednesday 2nd Feb 09:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
Repose of the Soul of Steven Dumbrell 

Thursday  3rd Feb 09:30 Public Haltwhistle Holy Souls 

Friday 4th Feb 09:30 Public Hexham Sean McAlindon RIP 

Friday 4th Feb Noon  Public Otterburn Priest’s Intention 

Saturday  5th Feb 09:30 Public Hexham Margaret Stewart RIP 

Saturday (Vigil) 5th Feb 17:30 Public Hexham Tom & Winnie Shaw RIP 

Sunday 6th Feb 09:00 Public Haydon Bridge Priest’s Intention 

Sunday 6th Feb 10:30 
Public Live-Streamed 

Hexham 
John Sinclair RIP 

Sunday 6th Feb 11:00 Public Bellingham Janet Tempest RIP 

Sunday 6th Feb 18:00 Public Hexham People of Our Parishes 



MASS TODAY 

First Reading: Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19 

Responsorial Psalm: 70 (71): 1-6, 15, 

17 

Response is:  

 My lips will tell of your help. 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 31 - 

13: 13 

Gospel Acclamation: 

 Alleluia, alleluia! 

 I am the Way, the Truth and the Life, says 

the Lord; 

 No one can come to the Father except 

through me. 

 Alleluia! 

Gospel: Luke 4: 21-30 

MASS AT MINSTERACRES 

Sunday Mass is celebrated at Minsteracres 

at 08:30 and at 10:30, whilst Daily Mass is 

celebrated at 08:30.  

REFLECTION 

   Mark Twain once said, “What gets us into trouble is not what 

we don’t know. It’s what we know for sure that just ain’t so”. Our 

brains are wired to be comfortable with the familiar. We 

don’t need to think about walking; we simply walk. We don’t 

need to invest much mental energy in routine tasks simply 

because they are so familiar. The human brain spends minimal 

mental energy on the routine. This is a good thing as the brain 

can then spend its mental energy on other more critical tasks. 

   But this can also be a problem in that the unexpected, by 

definition, does not conform to routine. So, being open to the 

unexpected is probably a good habit for us to cultivate. 

Aware that we are hard wired for routine, it takes extra 

energy to be open to new things and new experiences, even 

new information that does not conform to what we already 

know or even “know for sure that just ain’t so”. 

   When we take in new information that causes a change in 

our way of thinking we experience a metanoia, to use a 

favourite term of Luke. We die to our old, preconceived 

notions and allow something new to rise up. But sometimes 

our first reaction can be like the townspeople of Nazareth, 

and we can seek to destroy the messenger. Allowing new 

information to influence us and ultimately to shape or even 

change our minds is a difficult process. We let go of the past; 

we let go of our old ways of thinking. We let go of what “just 

ain’t so” and embrace something new. This is a kind of Paschal 

Mystery 

LIVE STREAMED MASSES 
There is a continuing cost to providing our live streamed 

Masses. If you would like to make a contribution to making 

possible this service for everyone, please let the Parish Office 

know (admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk). 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY 

DECEASED 

• VERA KILGALLON, formerly of 

Hexham, who died in North Tyneside 

Hospital on January 12th. Vera’s 

Funeral Service will be held at 11:00 on 

Monday February 7th in Hexham 

Cemetery Chapel. 

Please pray for the Repose of the Souls of 

Margaret and Vera, as well as their families 

and close friends. 

Requiescat in Pace 
WEST NORTHUMBERLAND FOOD BANK 

Can you help this very worthy cause? If so, please leave your 

donations in the collection box within the Narthex at St 

Mary’s Church. Currently, the food bank is desperate not only 

for tinned, dried and long-life food items but also cosmetics such as 

shampoo, soap, shower gel, deodorants, shaving foam, etc. Do 

please try to help those less fortunate than ourselves. Many thanks. 

ST WILFRIDS APPEAL IN AID OF 

ASYLUM SEEKERS 

The January donations including food 

items and £30 cash have been received 

with thanks. See receipt on noticeboard. 



WHITE FLOWER APPEAL 2022 

The Society for the Protection of Unborn Children (SPUC) will be holding 

their annual appeal within our parish churches during the following Sunday 

Masses: - 

• St. John’s, Haydon Bridge, Sunday 6th February 

• St. Oswald’s, Bellingham, Sunday 6th February 

SPUC is currently campaigning to protect Pro-Life speech. Pro-Life witness is 

being restricted now more than ever; we must be able to speak freely to 

protect unborn babies. 

Please be as generous as you can to help SPUC defend unborn babies and 

their mothers from this new attack. 

CONFESSIONS 

Times for Confession this 

week:  

• Thursday (St. Wilfrid’s) - 

after morning Mass 

• Saturday (St. Mary’s) - 

after morning Mass on 

5th February and (regular 

slot) between 16:30 and 

17:10 

FIRST FRIDAY MASSES 

As we continue into 2022 it is our hope that we might pay Our Lord fitting homage by offering acts of devotions and 

homage to Him in His Most Sacred Heart.  

It is the longstanding tradition of the Church to offer devotions to the Sacred 

Heart on the First Friday of every month, at these masses we are invited to: 

• Receive holy Communion on nine consecutive first Fridays. 

• Have the intention of honouring the Sacred Heart of Jesus and of 

reaching final perseverance (the grace to be faithful unto death). 

• Offer each holy Communion as an act of atonement for offenses against 

the Blessed Sacrament. 

Let 2022 be the year we take up this tradition once again, if you are able, 

please do come along to the first Friday masses! 

FIRST SATURDAY MASSES AND DEVOTIONS 

In a similar spirit, Our Blessed Lady asked, when she appeared to the children at Fatima, that first Saturdays be set 

apart to venerate her most immaculate heart. So, on the first Saturday of every month, an additional mass will be 

scheduled at Hexham at 9:30am followed by Confessions for 30 minutes. Those wishing to may also pray the rosary 

together before the mass beginning at 9:00am. 

Our Blessed Lady promised many graces to those who, taking up this devotion, offer veneration to her immaculate 

heart: 

• Received communion on 5 consecutive first Saturdays. 

• Prayed the Rosary on those Saturdays 

• Confessed their sins within eight days (before or after) the First Saturday Mass. 

YOU ARE INVITED … 

To attend an Evensong 

Service to mark the 

70th Anniversary of the 

Queen's Accession to 

the Throne. This Service 

will take place at Hexham 

Abbey from 18:30 on 

Sunday 6th February. 

All are welcome to attend, 

no booking required. 

JUSTICE & PEACE REFUGEE PROJECT 

The Justice & Peace Refugee Project in Newcastle provides basic food and toiletries 

to over 300 asylum seeker individuals and families every month. Many parishes 

across the Diocese donate food items to support this effort and although our 

churches have donated in the past we are renewing the appeal now. Two 

parishioners, Nicola Vaughan and Catherine O’Dwyer, volunteer at the Project and 

are asking for your help. Can you give a bottle of cooking oil or a packet of long life 

milk? These are items frequently requested and usually in short supply. There will be 

a box in the Narthex for donations over the weekend of 5/6 February and the first 

weekend of each month going forward.  

If you would like more information about the Project please go to the Justice & 

Peace Refugee Project page on the Diocesan website or speak to Nicola or 

Catherine. 



NEWSLETTER ITEMS 

Items for inclusion in the Weekly Newsletter 

should be forwarded to saint Mary’s Parish 

Office (admin@stmaryshexham.org.uk or 

01434 603119) before 09:00 each Wednesday.  

IS GOD CALLING YOU TO BE A PRIEST? 

The Diocesan Vocations Team have organised an 

overnight retreat for men aged 18+ to discern whether 

God is calling them to the Priesthood. 

Date:  Friday 25th February 2022 5.00pm to 

Saturday 26th February (after lunch) 

Place: Minsteracres Retreat Centre, Minsteracres, 

Consett, DH8 9RT 

Cost:  £50 (including meals and accommodation) 

Spaces are limited, so please contact Fr Shaun Purdy to 

book a place or for more information 

(vocationspromoter@diocesehn.org.uk or 01670 

812200). Bookings must be made by Thursday 10th 

February. 

MONTHLY PRAYER VIGIL AT 

DERWENTSIDE IRC 

A monthly interfaith prayer vigil has been held 

outside the barrier to the Derwentside Immigration 

Removal Centre since August. During the last few 

weeks, women have been moved into the Centre 

which is now England’s main IRC for women and will 

eventually detain 80 women who are seeking asylum. 

The prayer vigils will continue  -  both to pray for the 

women and to stand in solidarity with them.  As a 

faith community, we are called to witness to justice 

and compassion. Please participate in the prayer vigil 

if you can. The next dates planned are Sunday 6th 

February, Sunday 6th March and Sunday 3rd April. 

The vigil begins at 3.00pm and the short prayer 

service incorporates a time of silence. The postcode 

for the centre on Corbridge Road, Medomsley is 

DH8 6QY. To avoid disruption to local residents, 

park away from the site if you can. If you are unable 

to join in person, please join in prayer from home at 

3.00pm. For more information, contact Liz 

Archibald  at lizarchibald.justiceandpeace@gmail.com 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN HALTWHISTLE 

There will be a meeting of Churches Together in 

Haltwhistle in the Methodist Church lounge on 

Thursday 3rd February, from 14:00. everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

MASS INTENTIONS 

Why do we offer a stipend when we ask a Mass to 

be said for a particular intention? Is that the cost of 

the Mass? NO! The Mass is not for sale and no 

amount we could give would ever be able to 

purchase grace, for the Mass is of inestimable value 

and one cannot buy grace! 

So then, why do we offer a stipend? Traditionally the 

stipend is offered to the priest who says the Mass, 

and it is suggested to be in the amount of what one 

would need to live on for a single day. The Mass 

Stipends make up the ‘salary’ of the Priest, but they 

are not the cost of the Sacrament. The Sacraments 

are not for sale. The stipend also helps to support 

the cost associated with the public celebration of 

mass (lights, heating etc). 

If you truly cannot afford a stipend but wish a mass 

to be offered, speak to one of our priests.  

Your Parish Clergy 

TRADITIONAL LATIN MASS AT 

CHEESEBURN 

Why not join the congregation in the St. Francis 

Xavier Chapel at Cheeseburn (NE18 0PT) and 

celebrate the traditional Latin rite of Holy Mass? 

These Services, which last under an hour, take place 

at 19:00 on the second Wednesday of each month. 

This beautiful chapel is an ideal place to reflect on 

one’s needs and hopes within the calm and reverent 

service content which some may remember from the 

past. 

The next scheduled Latin Masses are on Wednesday 

9th February (Canon Michael Brown) and 

Wednesday 9th March (Fr Shaun Swales), both from 

19:00 

NEW LAYOUT FOR OUR WEEKLY NEWSLETTER 

Keep a look out next week for the launch of the new layout  

Weekly Newsletter for our family of parishes. Fr Jeff is keen 

to have this new, simple format which is easier to navigate 

and which we will all look forward to reading each week.  



THIS WEEK’S HOMILY FROM FATHER JIM 

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time: the strength to offer a message – of love . 

 1st Reading: Jeremiah 1: 4-5, 17-19: God calls & strengthens Jeremiah; 

2nd Reading: 1 Corinthians 12: 31 - 13: 13: St Paul’s famous chapter on love; 

Gospel: Luke 4: 21-30: Jesus rejected at Nazareth: too much truth! 

 This weekend’s readings are a gift to the preacher – so, if this homily is rubbish, the fault is all mine! I should like to 

deal with the first reading and gospel together, as they have a similar theme: Jeremiah’s sense of vocation, or ‘call’, to 

preach a difficult message to the Jews, then our Lord’s ‘call’ to preach an unpopular message in his home-town synagogue 

at Nazareth. These stories are important, not just for religious development, but also for an idea we have in  western 

culture. This involves each person having his or her own sense of being ‘individual’, with unique abilities, and a ‘special’ job 

to do, or role to play, wherever we live. Other cultures don’t share this to the same extent. Again, I do recommend you 

read the texts, in the Bible or in an RC post-1970 missal.   

 Jeremiah felt called by God as a young man, but believed he wasn’t up to the task. Today’s reading shows his 

religious experience, where God makes him “a fortified city, a pillar of iron, and a wall of bronze” to be able to confront 

the people with a hard message. He took heart from this, and gave that message - at some cost to himself. Centuries 

later, Jesus, back in his home town, gave another unpopular message – namely, that God doesn’t have favourites.  In the 

gospel story, things happen so quickly that many scholars think that St Luke has squeezed three separate Nazareth events 

into one. First, Jesus spoke at Nazareth, and all were delighted; next, they questioned his right to preach to them, as a 

local lad, whose family they thought they knew all too well; lastly, he preached an unpopular message, so they threw him 

out, threatening violence.  

 At first, Jesus was wildly popular at Nazareth – “they were astonished at the gracious words that came from his 

lips”. Next, things went slightly off-message: “This is Joseph’s son, surely?” (Other gospels give this a longer run, where 

the people listed Jesus’ relatives, whom they knew so well.) Jesus sadly commented: “No prophet is ever accepted in his 

own area.” That’s still true today! The final stage was much nastier: Jesus reminded them of two historical facts: 700 years 

earlier, the prophet Elijah had helped a non-Jewish widow during a famine; later, Elijah’s successor, Elisha, had cured a 

pagan officer, Naaman, who had been a leper. Everyone realized that Jesus was telling them that God’s love did not 

discriminate, so that non-Jews were also liable to be helped by him. To his hearers, this was like a red rag to a bull: they 

were furious, and threw him out of town. A sad end to a life-long relationship. 

 The motive behind both Jeremiah’s and our Lord’s messages was love. The second reading, from 1st Corinthians 

13, is perhaps the best-known passage in St Paul, and possibly in the whole Bible. He begins by saying what love (or 

‘charity’) is NOT. It is not eloquence – people can use that to insult or hurt others. It is not mental ability or 

understanding – that can be used for plotting wicked things. It is not faith in a cause – people have often had faith in 

terrible causes (think of evil governments in recent years). It is not even giving money to the poor – that can be a cover 

for attention-seeking or public acclaim. It is not even dying bravely – there were many in World War II who died bravely 

for hate-filled regimes. So, if it is none of those things, what is love?  

 It is an attitude of mind: being patient & kind; avoiding being jealous, boastful, conceited, rude or selfish. It also 

avoids taking offence (“huff”), being resentful and enjoying others’ sins and problems. It also enjoys the truth; is willing to 

excuse others’ faults, to have trust, to be optimistic and be resilient. If you can read the text yourself, here’s a test. Try 

exchanging the original words “love is” with “I am”, and see what you get. Can you honestly say: “I am always patient and 

kind; I am never boastful or conceited..” and so on? I find this a hard ways to examine my conscience, but it’s certainly 

worth while!  

 Then Paul teaches strongly: other virtues will fail and die out, especially with human death, but love / charity will 

last for eternity. He shows this famously by writing: “When I was a child, I thought & spoke as a child; now I am a man, 

childish ways are put behind me.”  In other words, we “mature” into a love that stays for ever. More: just now, our sense 

of God is like looking into a poor mirror: the reflection is unclear. After death, we shall know as fully as we are known – 

by God. The virtues of faith & hope are eclipsed by an eternal love. 

 To try to sum up these readings, I suggest that love is when we put the other person’s interest before our own, 

or, more simply, when our main aim is to benefit them. What made Jeremiah (and later, our Lord) preach things that 

were so unpopular was love: people needed to hear the truth, so that they could understand what God wanted them to 

know. In each case, it was at a huge personal cost, but that was where true love drove both Jeremiah and Jesus. 

Fr Jim Dunne.                            


